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PRESS RELEASE 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Date: 19 January 2021 

 
 

Swire Extends Its Commitment to the Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra as 
Principal Patron for Another Three Years from April 2021 

 
Introducing new community initiatives while continuing to promote cultural exchanges in 

the Greater Bay Area and worldwide  
 
 
[19 January 2021, Hong Kong] Marking 15 years of partnership between 
the Swire Group (Swire) and the Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra 
(HK Phil), we are delighted to announce today that Swire will be continuing 
its sponsorship of the HK Phil as Principal Patron for another three years 
from April 2021, with a grant of HK$46.4 million, the biggest corporate 
donation in the orchestra’s history.  
 
Swire has been Principal Patron of the HK Phil since 2006. Swire’s 
patronage over the past 15 years has bolstered the HK Phil’s long-term 
mission to promote artistic excellence, foster access to classical music, 
stimulate cultural participation in Hong Kong, and enhance Hong Kong’s 
reputation as one of the great cities in the world.  
 
Starting a new chapter of the partnership, Swire and the HK Phil join hands 
to take classical music further into the local community and groom local 
music talent through new education and outreach initiatives. New initiatives 
include “Phil Your Life”, a brand new programme which blends music with 
exercise, storytelling and food; “The Orchestra Academy Hong Kong” co-
directed with The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts (HKAPA), the 
first joint programme aimed at enhancing professional training for graduates 
from HKAPA’s School of Music and facilitating their career development in 
the orchestral field. There are many more exciting initiatives to come with the 
new renewed period.  
 
Along with the ever-popular “Swire Symphony Under The Stars”, and “Swire Classic Insights” – a series of free 
concerts with programmes designed thematically, Swire will also be supporting the orchestra’s other community 
initiatives, including admission-free performances at Swire shopping malls in Hong Kong as well as free 
relaxed concerts for disadvantaged groups  conducted by the HK Phil Music Director Jaap van Zweden, 
SBS. Maestro van Zweden, the HK Phil and Swire share the same passion for giving fine music to all and 
promoting an integrated society through music.  
 
Together with the regular concert series, “Swire Maestro Series”, “Swire Denim Series” and “Swire Sunday 
Family Series”, all these programmes allow the HK Phil to present a variety of music experiences to different 
groups of the public in the city. 
 
  

https://www.hkphil.org/
https://download.hkphil.org/files/press/2021/20210119_Swire & HK Phil renewal/Swire & HK Phil_Bloom in Harmony (c) Key Visual Designed by RCS_E.jpg
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Mr Merlin Swire, Chairman of Swire Pacific Limited said, “We are pleased to continue our sponsorship of the HK 
Phil for another three years. Over the past 15 years, our relationship has blossomed and continues to bear fruit as 
the HK Phil nurtures the talent of remarkable young musicians and brings classical music into the hearts of Hong 
Kong people. As we enter a new phase of our partnership, we are committed to bringing classical music closer to 
the local community. We hope that through the transformative power of music, we can bring positive and 
aspirational energy to Hong Kong, amidst the current challenges.” 
 
“Swire has been doing business in Hong Kong for 150 years, and throughout that time we have always taken a 
long-term view. This is reflected in our role as Principal Patron of the HK Phil, and we hope to continue our 
partnership long into the future,” Mr Swire added.   
 
Named Orchestra of the Year at the 2019 Gramophone Awards, the HK Phil is Hong Kong’s cultural ambassador 
and is committed to participating in cultural exchange work, showcasing the artistic excellence of Hong Kong to 
audiences around the world. Touring plans to the Greater Bay Area and other cities in the Chinese mainland, as 
well as countries in South Asia, Europe and North America, are in the pipeline. The HK Phil strives not only to 
present the finest music-making to audiences in designated venues, but also in a more accessible way with people 
everywhere. In 2020, the HK Phil presented a wide range of online programmes to stay connected with music 
lovers across the globe, and will continue to bring different music experiences to our audiences, both online and 
offline.  
 
Mr Y.S. Liu, MH, Chairman of the Board of Governors of the HK Phil, said, “We sincerely thank Swire Group for its 
unwavering support over the years. To maintain a high standard of performances, the orchestra requires 
substantial funding. Other than the unfailing support from the Hong Kong Government, Swire has given the HK Phil 
the greatest amount of corporate sponsorships in history as our Principal Patron since 2006, enabling the orchestra 
to open doors to new opportunities around the world, realising our artistic aspirations and missions. We are excited 
to continue our collaboration with Swire for many years to come.” 
 
 
  

https://www.hkphil.org/


 

 

3 

 

 
Click the thumbnails to download press images [Or hold Ctrl then click to open the file] 

 
BLOOM IN HARMONY 
Key Visual Designed by RCS  

  
Music Director Jaap van Zweden and the Hong 
Kong Philharmonic Orchestra at Swire 
Symphony Under The Stars 
Photo Credit: Keith Hiro / HK Phil 

Swire Symphony Under The Stars 
Photo Credit: Ka Lam / HK Phil 

  
Music Director Jaap van Zweden and the Hong 
Kong Philharmonic Orchestra  
Photo Credit: Eric Hong / HK Phil 

Music Director Jaap van Zweden and the Hong 
Kong Philharmonic Orchestra at the finale of the 
Ring Cycle  
Photo Credit: Ka Lam / HK Phil 

 
  

https://www.hkphil.org/
http://www.rcs.co/
https://download.hkphil.org/files/press/2021/20210119_Swire & HK Phil renewal/Swire & HK Phil_Bloom in Harmony (c) Key Visual Designed by RCS_E.jpg
https://download.hkphil.org/files/press/Orchestra/for press/Jaap van Zweden and HK Phil at SUTS (c) Keith Hiro_HK Phil.JPG
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https://download.hkphil.org/files/press/1920/20200613_Jaap renewal/HK Phil and Jaap van Zweden Ring Cycle (c)_Ka Lam_HK Phil.jpg
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Music Director Jaap van Zweden and the Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra  
Photo Credit: Cheung Wai-lok / HK Phil 
 

 
 
 

Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra 
The Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra (HK Phil) is recognised as Asia’s foremost classical orchestra, attracting 
more than 200,000 music lovers every year by presenting more than 150 concerts. In 2019, the HK Phil received 
the prestigious Gramophone Orchestra of the Year Award – the first orchestra in Asia to receive this distinction. 
Maestro Jaap van Zweden has been the orchestra’s Music Director since the 2012/13 concert season and will 
continue to hold the position through to the end of the 2023/24 season; he is also Music Director of the New York 
Philharmonic. Maestro Yu Long is the HK Phil’s Principal Guest Conductor. Lio Kuokman has been appointed as 
Resident Conductor, effective 1 December 2020 and covering the 2020/21 and 2021/22 seasons. It is the 
orchestra’s mission to share its finest music-making in a more accessible way with people everywhere, not just in 
designated venues. In 2020, the HK Phil has produced a number of online programmes that allow us to reach out 
to a wider audience through recording, streaming and publishing on our website and social media platforms.  
 
For more information, please visit hkphil.org. 
 
 

Swire Group 
A highly-diversified and global corporation, the Swire Group’s businesses encompass property, aviation, beverages 

and food chain, as well as marine services and trading & industrial activities. Its core businesses are mainly 

focused in Asia, with its key operations in Hong Kong and the Chinese mainland. Within Asia, Swire's activities 

come under the Group's publicly quoted arm, Swire Pacific Limited (HKSE: 00019/00087), which is the major 

shareholder in two Hong Kong listed companies: Swire Properties and Cathay Pacific Airways. 

 

For more information, please visit www.swire.com.  

 
--- END --- 

 
 

For further press information please contact: 
Meggy Cheng, Director of Marketing 
Tel: +852 2721 9035     Email: meggy.cheng@hkphil.org 
Flora Fung, Media Relations and Communications Manager 
Tel: +852 2721 1585     Email: flora.fung@hkphil.org 

 

https://www.hkphil.org/
https://www.hkphil.org/
http://www.swire.com/
mailto:meggy.cheng@hkphil.org
mailto:flora.fung@hkphil.org
https://download.hkphil.org/files/press/1920/20200613_Jaap renewal/Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra 2019_auditorium_2 (c) Cheung Wai-lok_HK Phil.jpg
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Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra 
Music Director: Jaap van Zweden  

Principal Guest Conductor: Yu Long 
 
The Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra (HK Phil) is recognised as Asia’s foremost classical orchestra. Presenting 
more than 150 concerts over a 44-week season, the HK Phil attracts more than 200,000 music lovers annually. In 
2019 the HK Phil received the prestigious Gramophone Orchestra of the Year Award – the first orchestra in Asia to 
receive this distinction. 
 
Jaap van Zweden, one of today’s most sought-after conductors, has been the orchestra’s Music Director since the 
2012/13 concert season, a position he will continue to hold through to the end of the 2023/24 season. Following his 
tenure as Music Director, he will hold the title of Conductor Laureate. Maestro van Zweden has also been Music 
Director of the New York Philharmonic since the 2018/19 season. 
 
Yu Long has been Principal Guest Conductor since the 2015/16 season. 
 
Lio Kuokman has been appointed as Resident Conductor, effective 1 December 2020 and covering the 2020/21 
and 2021/22 seasons. 
 
Under the dynamic leadership of Jaap van Zweden, the HK Phil has attained new heights of artistic excellence, 
garnering international critical acclaim. The orchestra successfully completed a four-year journey through Wagner’s 
Ring Cycle, performing and recording one opera from the cycle annually from 2015 to 2018. The concert 
performances and live Naxos recordings were enthusiastically received by audiences, praised by critics at home 
and abroad, and garnered Gramophone Orchestra of the Year Award 2019. 
 
The HK Phil tours extensively across Mainland China and, with the support of the Hong Kong Economic and Trade 
Offices, undertook a major tour in 2017 to Seoul, Osaka, Singapore, Melbourne and Sydney in celebration of the 
20th anniversary of the establishment of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region. The orchestra will 
undertake tours to 10 cities in Europe in May 2021, with debuts in Spain, Luxembourg, Belgium, and the German 
cities of Cologne and Dresden. The HK Phil will also be making its debut at the prestigious Royal Concertgebouw’s 
Mahler Festival 2021, the first Asian orchestra to perform at this monumental event which is held every 25 years in 
Amsterdam.  
 
Thanks to a significant subsidy from the HKSAR Government, as well as long-term funding from Principal Patron 
Swire, the Hong Kong Jockey Club Charities Trust and other supporters, the HK Phil presents an annual schedule 
of core classical repertoire and innovative popular programming, extensive education and community programmes, 
and collaborations with, among others, Opera Hong Kong, Hong Kong Arts Festival, and Hong Kong Ballet. 
 
Conductors and soloists who have recently performed with the orchestra include Vladimir Ashkenazy, Joshua Bell, 
Charles Dutoit, Christoph Eschenbach, Renée Fleming, Matthias Goerne, Stephen Hough, Evgeny Kissin, Katia 
and Marielle Labèque (the Labèque sisters), Lang Lang, Yo-Yo Ma, Ning Feng, Leonard Slatkin, and Yuja Wang. 
 
The HK Phil promotes the work of Hong Kong and Chinese composers through an active commissioning 
programme, and has released recordings on the Naxos label featuring Tan Dun and Bright Sheng conducting their 
own compositions. Its acclaimed education and community engagement programmes in schools, hospitals, and 
outdoor spaces, bring music into the hearts of tens of thousands of children and families every year. The recently 
founded “The Orchestra Academy Hong Kong”, funded by “TrustTomorrow” of The Swire Group Charitable Trust 
and co-directed with The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts, aims at enhancing professional training for 
graduates from HKAPA’s School of Music and facilitating their career development in the orchestral field. 
 

https://www.hkphil.org/
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The Swire Group has been the Principal Patron of the HK Phil since 2006. Through this sponsorship, which is the 
largest in the orchestra’s history, Swire endeavours to promote artistic excellence, foster access to classical music, 
stimulate cultural participation in Hong Kong, and enhance Hong Kong’s reputation as one of the great cities in the 
world.  
 
Originally called the Sino-British Orchestra, it was renamed the Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra in 1957 and 
became fully professional in 1974. The HK Phil is a charitable organisation.  
 
The Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra is financially supported by the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region and is a 
Venue Partner of the Hong Kong Cultural Centre.  
SWIRE is the Principal Patron of the Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra. 

 

https://www.hkphil.org/

